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Abstract: Humour is a fascinating aspect of other languages and cultures, but it can be difficult to
grasp, and is therefore often passed over. | have however found cartoons to be an excellent
gateway to humour in English-speaking countries for Japanese university students. As | developed a
successful repertoire of cartoons, it became evident that cartoons are equally valuable in developing
students’ critical thinking, and extra-linguistic competence in English, specifically in general
knowledge, knowledge of history, politics and current events, and the cultures of different countries,
including their own and non-English-speaking countries as well as the range of countries in which
English is dominant. Moreover, students have to engage in active learning to be able to understand
cartoons, and the variety of their reactions to the different types of humour they discover naturally
leads to stimulating discussions. Cartoons are of most value in mykyoshoku katei classes (required
classes for students aiming to qualify as teachers of English) but can also be used in other classes.
My presentation will show many examples of the cartoons | have used (both in face to face and
Zoom classes) and explain how to maximise the advantages of cartoons for students’ learning -
and avoid their pitfalls. Students and | have had great fun with cartoons, and | hope my presentation
will encourage you to experiment with cartoons in your classes too.
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Frances Causer 7 5>t X « J—1
Faculty of Arts & Literature, Seijo University, Tokyo FIBAY, X=%56 (FR)

Frances Causer currently teaches drama, cultural studies, Japanese literature and English language
classes at Seijo University. She prefers developing her own teaching materials to using textbooks,
and, like many Brits, can't refrain from cracking jokes — so it was a no-brainer to explore how to
incorporate cartoons and humour in her teaching!
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