[JALT February Meeting—two sessions; presentation order subject to change]

<Session A>

Developing Writer Identity in Argumentation Essays
enm L2 1T D L2 A D “Writer Identity”

By Carol Rinnert, Hiroshima City University

A strong writer identity or “voice” can make argumentation essays more persuasive. Even though there is increasing interest
in writer voice (e.g., Canagarajah, 2015; Hyland, 2015; Matsuda, 2015), the concept is still not well understood. This
presentation identifies rhetorical features such as discourse structure and metadiscourse markers that Hiroe Kobayashi and I
found are involved in constructing writer identity (personal, emergent, mature voice) and how they may help L2 student
writers develop their own sense of voice. After introducing the analytic approach we have developed, the presentation will
provide hands-on practice analyzing how writers at various proficiency levels project their identity in argumentation essays.
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Carol Rinnert, Professor Emeritus, Hiroshima City University, earned her Ph.D. in Linguistics at SUNY/Buffalo and taught
English writing for more than 40 years. She has been working with Professor Hiroe Kobayashi for more than 30 years comparing
English and Japanese writing and pragmatics. They have co-authored numerous research articles and recently published a book,
Developing Multilingual Writing: Agency, Audience, Identity.
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<Session B>

Conflict Resolution in the English Classroom
By Jim Ronald, Professor, Hiroshima Shudo University

We live in a society in which we encounter various kinds of conflict, whether these are expressed and addressed or just felt
as unfairness, conflicts of interest, etc. Despite this, neither teachers nor many university students may be good at dealing
with these conflicts. This presentation will report an English classroom project which gave students an opportunity to
reflect, share, and learn about conflict resolution. This presentation will tell both about this project, and how it grew from a
group reading of Barrie J. Robert’s Conflict Resolution for the ESL Classroom: What every ESL teacher needs to know.

Following a Ph.D. in Vocabulary Acquisition, Jim Ronald’s main language teaching interest has been focused on the bringing of
pragmatics to the general English language class. He has co-edited two collections of pragmatics activities for the language
classroom with JALT Pragmatics SIG.
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