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Message from the SIG Coordinator

BEARODAYVE—D

This year, ALL SIG finally became a voting SIG.
With this renewed trust from JALT, we will
continue to provide a resource and opportunity to
help teachers and learners create inclusive
learning environments. These past months, we
have focused on organizing SIG related events
and have been collaborating with other JALT SIGs

on developing an inclusive community.

This October, we have collaborated with TYL SIG
and Okinawa JALT on the 2 1st Century Language
Teaching Conference in Okinawa. This conference
provided the opportunity for some ALL-SIG
members to conduct presentations on accessibility
in language learning and host a forum. The
conference site was accessible and easy to move
from one presentation to another. The
atmosphere was welcoming and comfortable for
participants to actively engage in discussions and
presentations were inspiring. The dinner after the
conference was a great opportunity for us to
further discuss the next step to move forward as
a SIG with presenters, attendees, and TYL and
Okinawa JALT officers. Of course, we enjoyed a
lot of Okinawa specialty! Since all SIG officers

who attended the conference felt that the
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collaboration with TYL and Okinawa JALT would
be a great opportunity for ALL SIG members in
many ways, we are looking at a continuous
collaboration opportunity with TYL and Okinawa
JALT next year too. Further information will be

provided as soon as it is available.

We had our first membership gathering online this
April. From this initial event, there is a lot of
interest for increased opportunities to share their
thoughts, experiences, and ideas with the SIG.
We would like to have another membership
gathering sometime after JALT National. We will
let members know about details of planned
collaboration and other avenues for members to

have their voices heard.

We will have the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and a forum at JALT in Tsukuba on 26th
November, Sunday. This would be our first AGM
after we became a voting SIG this year. We would
like to celebrate with you all on our first year as a
voting SIG. We invite all members to join us during
this meeting to learn how you can participate in
our events and celebrate a new era with your
peers at ALL SIG!

Ryota Moriya
ALL SIG Coordinator
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Events and Publications
ARPHRRICET 25T

A Review of the Okinawa 21°" Century Language Teaching Conference

I HREBHEFS

PRRAEORE

The co-sponsored, Teaching Young
Learners and Accessibility in Language
Learning Conference was held in
Okinawa on October 8th with the
support of the Okinawa Chapter. The
event which focused on empowering
young learners to build a sustainable
21st century was well attended and
included several ALL officers many of
which gave presentations. The theme of
the conference focused on developing
essential skills for the future and many
of these involved aspects of inclusion,
accommodation acceptance of
differences, empathy building,
considering alternative learning styles
and generally empowering children to be
supportive, creative, and

communicative.

The presentation given by Program
Chair Andrew Reimann with Jacob
Schnickel was titled Bilingual First
Language Acquisition: Processes,
Pitfalls and Promises and highlighted
the benefits of bilingualism, while
providing advice and guidance for
parents, educators, and learners on how
to overcome challenges by dispelling
common misconceptions and sharing
success stories. Bilingualism is one of

the greatest gifts a multilingual family
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can give to a child. Influencing and
enhancing cognitive processes,
interpersonal skills, meta-linguistic
competence, while also expanding their
worldview and opening countless doors
and possibilities for the future. The
research and experiences presented
described how bilingual learners can
excel at both languages and overcome
difficulties. By combining personal
experiences, academic research, and
data collected from bilingual first
language acquisition learners, the
presentation also provided practical
recommendations and insights to
empower both parents and educators to
raise and support bilingual children
effectively. Of relevance were insights
and strategies on how to apply bilingual
methodology like immersion style
learning and the creation of deep
cognitive networks to help learners with
dyslexia, ADHD, Autism or social,
psychological, or communicative
difficulties.

Membership Officer Natsuki Suzuki gave
a well-received presentation with
Mokuren Yokozeki titled Follow the
children: They are the curriculum. Their
presentation considered the essential
skills required by effective teachers
from the perspective of two recent
graduate students and new teachers
working in both elementary and high
school contexts. The presenters stated
that an empathetic mindset of
understanding learning from learner’s
perspectives, interests and needs is the
key. They concluded that with minimal

effort, training or experience, teachers
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can build bonds with students that lead
to productive and inspiring lessons that
will give learners the motivation and
love for lifelong learning. In this way
teachers can truly connect with and
empower students, helping them grow
rather than just passing on arbitrary

skills, facts, or knowledge.

Member-at-Large, Catherine Takasugi
gave a presentation titled How diversity
and difference relate to school
attendance in Japan. In this
presentation she asserted that with
school attendance problems (SAPs) on
the rise globally, understanding the
factors and underlying causes of school
absence is essential. The varying
magnitudes of diversity that present in
our students due to brain wiring,
environmental elements, or cultural
understandings all play a role in a
student’s sense of belonging at school
(SOBAS). Using a hermeneutic approach
to understand school refusal in Japan,
this researcher’s initial findings are
showing that it is often a layered
multiplicity of differences
(neurological, ethnic, emotional,
intellectual, sexual) which are
influencing school attendance. What
parents, teachers, counselors, and
BOEs are doing, what is working, and
what could be done differently is
explored and considered. Additionally,
how these narratives fit into the
current school refusal discourse in
Japan where an aggressive rapid-
return-to-school approach dominates
and the assumption of student and/or

family deficiency is often present, was
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critically questioned. b ‘
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Similarly, Member-at-Large, Amy Braun E#ki.Member-at-Large (BEMIRE) D
gave a presentation titled Exploring the IA3I—-7 57> IETExploring the Finnish
Finnish Education System. In this Education System (74> 5> FOEE VR T L%
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Finnish education system. The

presentation also covered the principles

of the Finnish educational system and

first-hand experiences of seeing the *
curriculum and educational practices in

action. Finally, she discussed how *

laonguage education is included in the

classroom but also outside. This

presentation especially helpful for

teachers who are interested in learning
about teaching practices and principles

from around the world.

The main event sponsored by ALL was ALL SIG FHEDAA AR LT IV RT—T
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difficulties at universities,
implementing alternative evaluation at
elementary schools, developing
Universal Design fonts and support for
various reading and visual abilities,
building practical teacher training and
support systems for managing diverse
learning styles, applying LMS and
Edtech tools to support accessibility in
the post pandemic classroom and
understanding the needs of reclusive
and introverted learners. Participants
engaged in practical discussions
supported by all officers. Barbara
Hoskins Sakamoto gave a very inspiring
personal account of supporting visual
and cognitive differences through
raising awareness, accommodating
learners needs and the creation of
alternative materials. The goal of the
session was to raise awareness of
accessibility issues, by sharing ideas,
strategies, and experiences for the
purpose of finding practical solutions to
support a full range of teaching styles,
learner needs and diverse contexts. In
this way, the session was very
successful as it provided insights into
various contexts and learning needs and
generated a renewed intferest in the
goals of ALL while furthering our

support network.

The conference concluded with a joint
session by Program Chair Andrew
Reimann and Membership Officer
Natsuki Suzuki titled Maintaining a
Wellness and Accessibility Mindset in
Language Learning (Finding your Red
Balloon). This presentation discussed

integrating wellness and accessibility
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into an accommodating, supportive and
sustainable mindset, that can greatly
impact the success and enjoyment of
laonguage learners. The workshop style
session provided activities and insights
to help teachers develop and apply
their own ‘wellness strategies,’” and
ideas to their unique contexts to
support leaner’s well-being and create
an active and accessible environment.
Activities to motivate, inspire, reduce
stress and anxiety in students by
building relationships and empathy to
accommodate differences were also

intfroduced.

Several graduate and undergraduate
students from Aoyama Gakuin University
also attended the conference and gave
interesting and innovative talks. Most
notable of these were Reona Miyazato,
who presented on Improving creativity
and critical thinking in young learners
through poetry, Shiho Sugito and Daichi
Koga, who presented on Enabling
diversity and empowering acceptance of
differences in young learners and Julia
Rosa Nakanishi with her presentation on
Educational Revolution: Exploring the
homeschooling boom in the United
States and its Relevance to Japan. The
students’ fresh ideas and novel insights
were inspirational and represent the
next generation of professionals who
will champion accessibility in their
respective fields. Overall, the
conference was a great success and
established itself as an essential part

of the ALL networking and awareness
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raising agenda. Considering this, the
officers decided to make this
collaboration a regular event and ALL
will co-sponsor the 21st Century
Language Teaching Conference next

year and hopefully well into the future.

Andrew Reimann
ALL SIG Program Coordinator
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| interests. We are continuously aiming to
diversify and increase our
representation of members from a wide
| range of fields, disciplines, and needs.
The goal of ALL-SIG is to create a
network of support to share our ideas,
stories, and challenges to create a more

inclusive and accessible learning

[ environment for everyone.
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Preview of JALT 2023, Tsukuba: Accessibility in Practice

2023 F JALT B K& 1@ ¥ T Accessibility in Practice

As we approach the core event of 2023,

ALL is pleased to invite all members to
join our roundtable discussion and
workshop at the JALT International
Conference at Tsukuba International
Congress Center, November 26th in
room 401 from 13:20-14:50.

In line with the conference theme,
‘Growth Mindset in Language Learning’,
ALL SIG is taking a practical approach
to accessibility challenges and
opportunities by both addressing
members and participants needs and
providing information, skills, and

support for raising awareness and

managing our unique issues. The diverse

range of speakers come from a variety
of backgrounds and contexts and will
address many of the challenges we all
face. The lineup for our roundtable so
far includes Ryota Moriya, Andrew
Reimann, Natsuki Suzuki, Catherine
Tokasugi, Ryoko Sato Michael Yap, and
Amy Braun.

Following an introduction and
opening message from ALL officers,
members will lead a workshop on
analyzing their teaching context,
recognizing challenges, and exploring
possible accommodations and
strategies. The remainder of the
session will focus on roundtable
discussion and interactive exchange of
ideas, strategies, and solutions. Each

speaker will address a key issue
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affecting accessibility in their unique
teaching context. Topics to be covered
include supporting students with social
and psychological difficulties at
secondary educational institutions and
universities, implementing alternative
evaluation at elementary schools,
developing universal design materials,
and support for various reading and
visual abilities, building practical
teacher training and support systems
for managing diverse learning styles,
applying LMS and Edtech tools to
support accessibility in the post
pandemic classroom and understanding
the needs of neurodivergent learners.
Participants will engage in practical
discussions led by experienced
professionals in the field. The goal of
this session is to raise awareness of
accessibility issues, by sharing ideas,
strategies, and experiences for the
purpose of finding practical solutions to
support a full range of teaching styles,
learner needs and diverse contexts.
Bring your questions, ideas, and

challenges.

We look forward to an active discussion,
creating a support network and
furthering our mutual goals of raising
awareness of accessibility issues in
language learning. See you all in
Tsukubal!
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Call for Volunteers

Ko vr 4 TEE

We are happy to announce that as of May 2022, 2022 £ 5 AN 5HREFZTHMT ALL-SIG B
the official ALL-SIG membership has grown six- ERSBHEL 64513822 L. BB IE RS

fold. As one of the newest SIGs on the block,

(A “ v = f*.‘a‘ SN I
there are a number of goals that we'd like to L\ SIG ELGERLA VBRIV O0H!Y

achieve. To realize these, we are calling for I, ZDOBRERRIEDLLDIC THALESS

volunteers to assist in certain tasks. Please refer R TATREELTVIT U TOEEEFY

to the open areas below to see where you can . . \ .
THRBROLE 3 B>TITRELLZI,
best share your talents:

® Proofreaders, editors, translators, and writers ® REEREE BMRE 15—

(working closely with the ALL-Review (ALL-Review HiRF —LLEHL TER)
Publications Team) ® SIG #HE

® SIG Secretariat (working closely with the (Membership Chair Xi##)
Membership Chair) 0 v ATATADOEE

® Social Media Engagement (working closely (Publicity Chair L&)

with the Publicity Chair)

If you are interested in sharing your talents or ALL-SIG TED DA REERELLW AFILE
honing your skills with ALL-SIG, please complete BEEV\EW) T 20 Google 74— LA
this Google Form or scan the QR code below. T35 TED QR I— REHAER->TLEIY,

[=]prf3 s

Call for Volunteers
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https://forms.gle/bWSxCKA9mAC8aehHA
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