
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), an educational approach that integrates 

language learning and subject learning, has become increasingly popular amongst English 

curricula within Japanese universities. While CLIL has many benefits, there are also limitations 

in how accessible content can be for students with lower levels of English fluency. One way to 

maintain authentic texts in CLIL classrooms and enhance students’ comprehension is through 

the inclusion of picturebooks as introductory texts to the topics. Instead of being relegated as 

simply children’s literature, picturebooks should be viewed as an additional mode of 

information in classrooms, including CLIL environments. While some picturebooks are written 

for emergent readers, a variety are also being written for advanced readers on a multitude of 

specialized topics. Picturebooks contain engaging and accessible content that can be used to 

address new target vocabulary, grammatical structures, and content information. Moreover, the 

images provide an additional layer of context to the subject matter that can aid in reading and 

content comprehension. Picturebooks’ versatility allows them to be used across different 

subject areas and levels of language fluency, making them an ideal tool for CLIL teachers. 

However, university educators may not be familiar with the modern picturebooks that could be 

relevant to their curricula.  

 

The examples of materials used in this presentation are from my university’s CLIL program for 

first-year university students. The picturebooks are ones that I have chosen that could 

seamlessly be incorporated within our curriculum.  Although the topics are specific to our 

CLIL program, any educator can take inspiration from these examples and find picturebooks 

that align with their curricula, regardless of their students’ fluency levels.  

Presentation by 

Bethany Lacy,  

Juntendo  

University 

Module Overview 
The Health and Medicine Module goes into depth about the human body, its 
systems, and functions. It also teaches students about germs, vaccines, and 
diseases. 

Key Concepts: Lifestyle diseases vs. communicable diseases; antibiotic vs. 
antiviral; bacteria vs. viruses; immune system; vaccination process 

Language Goals: Discuss various illnesses, symptoms, and cures/reliefs; 
discuss how habits and lifestyles affect health; -tion = process; time phrases 

Book Summary 

Blood! Not Just a Vampire Drink—Stacy McAnulty; Shawna J.C. Tenney  

Blood! is a picturebook that takes a humorous approach in explaining the 
blood’s vital functions—including its crucial role in immunity, oxygen 
transport, and nutrient distribution. Beyond blood, the also provides a de-
tailed overview of the cardiovascular system, identifying various anatomical 
parts essential for blood flow.  

Module Overview 
The Zoology Module focuses on introducing students to the various ways 
animals can be classified, habitats and ecosystems, and the dangers that 
threaten animals and their homes.  

Key Concepts: Habitat loss, invasive species, classifications and features; 
predator vs. prey 

Language Goals: Describe characteristics of animals and habitats, explain 
ecosystems and food chains, differentiating between fact and theory    

Book Summary 

Lights On!: Glow-in-the-Dark Deep Ocean Creatures—Donna McKinney; 
Daniella Ferretti 

Lights On! is a nonfiction picturebook that highlights the various ecosys-
tems in the deep ocean and  the bioluminescent creatures that live there. The 
book details how the different animals use their bioluminescence to either 
hunt for prey or defend against predators. Lights On! also briefly touches on 
various factors that threaten these delicate ecosystems.  

Module Overview 
The Economics Module provides students with a foundation to understand 
the economy and variables that impact it.  

Key Concepts: Supply and demand; value vs. price; economic bubbles; 
consumers and producers; expansions and recessions 

Language Goals: Cause and effect; strategic reading and notetaking skills; 
discourse analysis (e.g., economists as social scientists or hard scientists)    

Book Summary 

Little Daymond Learns to Earn—Daymond John; Nicole Mills 

Little Daymond is an autobiographical picturebook that introduces readers to 
the concept of investment capital, supply, and demand. It also includes    
references to different aspects of creating a business, such as production,     
advertising, and analysis. Little Daymond covers financial literacy and what 
options a person has with the money they have earned—to spend it, save it, 
donate it, or invest it. 

Module Overview 

Unlike the other modules, the Literature Module focuses on historical con-
tent instead of theory or practice. The students learn about 19th and 20th 
century American writers and the various factors that impacted their writing.  

Key Concepts: Culture and racial identity; Romanticism vs. Realism;    
Harlem Renaissance; American Civil War; the Roaring Twenties 

Language Goals: Compare and contrast people and situations; Describe 
influences and personal philosophies 

Book Summary 

In Search of the Little Prince: The Story of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry —
Bimba Landmann  

In Search of the Little Prince is a whimsical biography of Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry that highlights his fascination with stories of adventure and avia-
tion from a young age. The book delves into his adventurous spirit and how 
his involvement with the World Wars affected his storytelling.   

Module Overview 
The Sociology Module delves into human social relations, emphasizing   
social norms and their influence on behavior and societal roles. It also     
examines how society and culture shape these norms.  

Key Concepts: social roles and social norms; media impact on society; 
changes in societal values 

Language Goals: Express opinions and provide relevant examples;       
compare and contrast reasons and behaviors; list pro and cons 

Book Summary 

My Teacher Has Tattoos—Darren López ; Bhagya Madanasinghe  

My Teacher Has Tattoos is a fictionalized account drawing from the au-
thor’s personal experience as a tattooed teacher. The book explores the stig-
ma pertaining to tattoos and how some believe only gang members  have 
tattoos. Instead of only focusing on gang-related tattoos, the book delves 
into what tattoos mean to different cultures and individuals. It also cautions 
readers against believing stereotypes and encourages them to look at alterna-
tive points of view. 

Pre-Reading Warm-Up 

                     Connection Questions 
1. What social norms should different professionals follow?   

2. Why was Xavier shocked when he realized his teacher had tattoos?  

3. What examples of cultures using tattoos are talked about in the book? 

4. What stereotypes and labels are discussed in the book?  

5. Do you think people’s perceptions of tattoos in Japan have changed in the last 10 

years? Do you think tattoos will ever be accepted as a social norm in Japan? What are 

some restrictions people with tattoos face in Japan? Do you think this is an example 

of discrimination? Why or why not? 

                     Connection Questions 
1. What were some things Daymond needed to start his company? How much        
investment capital did he have to start the business?  

2. What roles do the four children perform in the creation of their small business? 
Why are these roles important in a business model?  
3. Daymond starts his business at the fair because he wants to buy a poster of his   
favorite pop star. He said that she is everyone’s favorite celebrity. Therefore, her 
goods are in high demand. He and his friends create goods related to her. How does 
the popularity of a celebrity impact the supply and demand for related merchandise? 
What strategies can entrepreneurs use to capitalize on such trends in a competitive 
market?  

                     Connection Questions 
1. All of the animals mentioned in the book are bioluminescent. How do the predator  

animals use their bioluminescence to their advantage?  How do the prey animals use 

their bioluminescence to their advantage? 

2. Why do you think most mammals are not bioluminescent? What would be the pros 

and cons of different mammals being bioluminescent?  

3. Compare and contrast the deep-sea ecosystems to the coral reef ecosystems. Think 

about the differences in temperature and air pressure as well as the flora and fauna.  

                     Connection Questions 
1. Antoine de Saint-Exupéry wrote his most famous story The Little Prince during 

World War II. How did the historical and emotional backdrop of World War II influ-

ence the themes and messages presented in The Little Prince? 

2. Why do you think his fairy tale became so popular? Why do you think The Little 

Prince is still popular around the world? 

3. How did Saint-Exupéry’s love for aviation affect his writing and his life? 

4. Compare and contrast Saint-Exupéry’s story with the types of stories that were 

popular in the United States before and after the American Civil War.  

                      Connection Questions 
1. Name five important functions of blood.   

2. Where specifically is blood made?  Which body parts produce the most amounts of 

blood? 

3. Why do you think babies’ hearts beat faster than adults? 

4. How does blood affect the body’s homeostasis? How does blood protect the body 

against infections? 

5.  What major job do white blood cells have? What major job do red blood cells 

have? 

Pre-Reading Warm-Up 

Post-Reading Research 

1. Name at least four different parts of the circulatory system.  

2. Describe the circulatory system’s purpose. 

3. What are the eight different blood types? Why is it important to know your 

blood type? 

4. Name three medical conditions that are related to blood.  

1. Choose one of the following blood diseases: Hemophilia; Leukemia; Sickle 

Cell Disease; Anemia; Multiple Myeloma; Lymphoma 

2. What are the symptoms of this disease? What causes the disease? How does 

the disease affect a person’s quality of life? 

3. What are the cures or treatments for this disease?  

4. What demographic of people is more likely to suffer from this disease? Are 

there any famous cases of people with this disease?  

Pre-Reading Warm-Up 

Post-Reading Research 

1. What are some ways the media affect consumers’ buying habits?  

2. Give an example of a time you bought something related to pop culture. 

3. Have you ever had buyer’s remorse? What did you buy, and why did you   

regret it? 

4. How much investment capital does a person need to start a business? 

5. List five different steps a new business must take to become successful.  

1. Go to the following website: https://www.j-startup.go.jp/startups/ 

2. Look at five different startup companies. Label each company’s business  

category. What types of products or services does this company provide? 

3. Go to each company’s website. Rate each website based on design and  

available information.  

4. Would you like to work for any of these companies? Why or why not? 

5. Which of these five companies do you think will survive 5 years? Which do 

you think will survive 10+ years? Please explain your reasoning.   

Post-Reading Research 

Pre-Reading Warm-Up 

Post-Reading Research 

1. List 10 different things that may influence a person’s writing.  

2. List 5 different inventions/types of technology.  

3. Have you seen this character before?  

4. What happens in his story? If you don’t know, guess. 

5. Who wrote his story?  

 

1. Pick a famous Japanese storyteller. You can choose a director, artist, author or 

musician. 

2. Look up information about this person’s life.   

3. What influenced this person’s writing (e.g., war, technology, nature, religion)? 

4. Are there any recurrent themes in this person’s writing (e.g., love, identity,   

social issues)? What genre of stories does/did this storyteller make? 

5. Write a short biography of this storyteller. Use the examples from the module 

to help you with the biography structure.  

Post-Reading Research 
1. Choose one of the following five zones: Epipelagic Zone; Mesopelagic Zone; 

Bathypelagic Zone; Abyssopelagic Zone; Hadopelagic Zone 

2. Research what this zone’s name means. What are the features of this zone?   

3. What types of flora and fauna live in this zone? List at least five lifeforms. Are 

any of them endangered? 

4. Do the animals in this zone migrate to other zones or do they stay stationary? 

5. What are some dangers to the ecosystems in this zone? Are there any invasive 

species? Have humans negatively affected this zone?  

Pre-Reading Warm-Up 

1. List four different ways that predators capture their prey.  

2. List four defense mechanisms some animals have.  

3. List five different water habitats. What kinds of animals live in each habitat?  

4. What do you think is the most powerful water-dwelling animal? Which    

water-dwelling animal do you think is the best hunter?  

5. What are some ways humans negatively impact water habitats? 

1. Choose one of the following cultural groups: Taíno, Hindus, Buddhists, Borneans, 

Egyptians, Māori, Inuits, Scythians, Picts. Research their relationships with tattoos. 

2. What kinds of tattoos are/were popular within these groups? Who was most likely to 

have tattoos (e.g., men, women, wealthy people, gang members)?  

3. What is the significance of tattoos to this group of people?  Do the tattoos denote status, 

wealth, job, or religion? Are/were tattoos considered a social norm with this group of   

people? For the cultural groups that existed in ancient times and continue in the modern 

era, have their views of tattoos changed over time? 

4. Visit the following website to learn more about tattoos in different cultures: 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/tattoos-worldwide-history-144038580/ 

1. Look at this person.   

2. What five adjectives would use to       

describe this person? 

3. What job do you think this person has?  

4. Would you ask this person to help you if 

you were in trouble? Why or why not?   

5. Switch dolls with another group. Answer 

the previous questions about the new     

person. Continue until you have seen all 

six of the dolls. 

6. Did your opinion of each person change 

throughout the activity? What influenced 

your answers? 

7. When was a time you wrongly judged 

someone based on their looks? Have you 

ever been judged based on how you look? 

What happened?   
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    Much of sociologists' attention is paid to identifying social "norms." These are rules for behavior present 

in people's minds that guide and control their interactions. The laws of the state 

 

make up one kind of social norm, but they are by no means the only kind of rules people follow. Others in-

clude social etiquette, rituals, and fashion. Not all norms apply the same to every member of society at the 

same time. Individuals differ in the way that they interact with others, such as mother and son, boss and 

worker. People adjust their interactions depending on the situation. That is, they behave according to their 

position, or “role” (son, boss, worker, etc.). For sociologists, a role is a position that has certain attributes 

and expectations. That is, different roles 

 

 have expectations to which people feel an obligation to conform. People follow groups of 

norms and expectations that apply to a role. Examples of social roles in various societies include those of 

parent, child, university student, doctor, government official, and white-collar worker. 

 


