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Abstract:

The EFL language classroom is both a preparatory micro-community for teaching and learning
communicative strategies, and a multicultural community in and of itself. As such, it is a
space where ambiguities related to identity and self-expression can arise, creating the
potential for uncertainty, discomfort, or precarious experiences among teachers and students.
However, when addressed appropriately, these ambiguities can provide opportunities to
embrace descriptive and expansive understandings of identity. Marginalized individuals can be
especially sensitive to tensions arising from ambiguity, but everyone benefits from developing
their awareness of diversity among individuals, (sub-)cultures, and identities, and from
learning to strike a balance between compassionate curiosity and tolerance for ambiguity.

In this session, | will demonstrate my use of autoethnography as a tool to contextualize moments of
ambiguity that | have experienced as a result of my own visible and invisible facets of identity. | will
describe the impact of these analyses on my pedagogy as a teacher in an EFL context in Japan. | will
discuss possible awareness-raising strategies and suggest activities for developing multicultural
awareness across and among diverse identities, and participants will be invited to consider their own
experiences inside and outside the language classroom as starting points for the development of
activities encouraging multicultural communication.

Bio:

Terry R. Tuttle is an Assistant Language Teacher working for the Higashiosaka Board of Education, a Co-
Coordinator of the JALT Gender and Language Education SIG, and an Officer at Large of the Osaka JALT
chapter. He is pursuing a M.S.Ed degree with a concentration in TESOL at Temple University, Japan
Campus. His current research focuses on qualitative and narrative analyses of multilingual and
multicultural experiences, with a focus on the impacts of identity and individual differences on language
teaching and learning.

Cost: Free

We would like to open our events to everyone interested during this online period.
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