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The Constitution of the Other (than the mother tongue and
the first foreign) Language Educators Special Interest Group
of the Japan Association for Language Teaching

Chapter 1: General Provisions

Name
Article 1

The name of this organization is "Zenkoku Gogaku Kyouiku Gakkai
(Bokokugo oyobi Daiichi Gaikokugo igai no) Sono ta Gaikokugo Kyouiku
Kenkyuubukai”in Japanese and "The Other (than the mother tongue and the
first foreign) Language Educators Special Interest Group of the Japan
Association for Language Teaching" in English and its abbreviation is OLE
SIG.

Affiliation
Article 2

The OLE SIG is is a semi-autonomous group within the NPO Japan
Association for Language Teaching (JALT).

Purpose
Article 3

Under the direction and guidance of JALT, the OLE SIG shall foster
research, hold forums, issue publications, cooperate with other JALT SIGs
and JALT Chapters, and engage in other activities to make teaching and
learning languages and cultures beyond the mother tongue and the first
foreign language more effective.

Chapter 2: Membership

Membership
Article 4

Individual voting membership shall be open to any JALT member upon
payment of the annual membership fee currently set by JALT.
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An OLE SIG member shall lose his/her membership in the following cases.

1. Failure to renew the JALT membership upon expiry.
2. Dismissal from membership.

If a member injures the reputation or acts against the purposes of the OLE
SIG, the OLE SIG Executive Board may dismiss the member from the OLE
SIG. If the OLE SIG Executive Board should dismiss a member for
aforementioned reasons, the member shall be given the opportunity to speak
at the OLE SIG Executive Board Meeting prior to the decision of the Board.

Non-refunding of the fees and dues
Article 5

The OLE SIG shall not refund any fees and dues once paid by the members.
Chapter 3: Officers

Officers
Article 6

The OLE SIG has the following officers: Coordinator, Treasurer,
Membership Chair, Program Chair, Publication Chair, and other officers.

Officers shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting held at the
JALT International Conference. If there are contested positions,
elections will take place at the Annual General Meeting or prior to
the AGM via the Internet, with the results subject to approval by the
OLE SIG Annual General Meeting. The term of office shall be for one
year. An officer shall begin his or her term of office immediately
following the Annual General Meeting and perform his or her duties
until the election at the following year's Annual General Meeting.
However, reelection shall not be prohibited.

Remuneration
Article 7

An officer's expenses needed to perform his or her duties shall be
reimbursed according to JALT guidelines.
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Chapter 4: Meetings

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Article 8

The OLE SIG shall hold the Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the JALT
International Conference. The time and place shall be announced to all
OLE SIG members at least one month in advance of the meeting. More
than a half of the OLE SIG members shall constitute a quorum.

Any OLE SIG member, who is forced to be absent from the Annual
General Meeting due to circumstances beyond control, may ask in writing
to have a proxy for his/her voting at the Annual General Meeting and such
members shall be considered in attendance at the Annual General Meeting.

Each OLE SIG member shall have an equal voting right at the Annual
General Meeting.

The following items shall be resolved at the Annual General Meeting:

1. Officers' reports

2. Nominations, elections, appointments and/or dismissals of officers

3. Budget for revenues and expenditures

4. Amendment of the Articles of OLE SIG Constitution and Bylaws

5. Other important issues concerning the administration of the OLE SIG

OLE SIG Executive Board Meeting (OLE SIG EBM)
Article 9

The OLE SIG Executive Board (“the Board”) shall be the chief decision-
making body of the OLE SIG.

1. The Board consists of OLE SIG officers. At the Executive Board
Meeting, more than a half of officers of the OLE SIG shall constitute a
quorum. Any officer, who is forced to be absent from the Executive Board
Meeting due to circumstances beyond control, may ask in writing to have a
proxy for his/her voting at the Executive Board Meeting and such officers
shall be considered in attendance at the Executive Board Meeting.
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2. Each officer shall have an equal voting right at the Executive Board
Meeting. All proposals and motions shall be approved by majority vote of
the officers attending the meeting. In the event that voting cannot resolve the
issue because the Executive Board members are equally divided on the
issue, the Chairperson shall cast the deciding vote.

3. Executive Board Meeting(s) may be ordinary or extraordinary.

3-1. The ordinary Executive Board Meeting shall be held at the JALT
International Conference.

3-2. An extraordinary Executive Board Meeting shall be held in the event of
an OLE SIG mini-conference or other OLE SIG event being held.

4. Executive Board Meetings may also take place via the Internet. The
participation of more than half of OLE SIG officers shall constitute a
quorum.

Chapter 5: Assets

Assets
Article 10

The treasurer shall administer the assets in accordance with the Treasurer’s
Handbook and other written documents provided by JALT.

Chapter 6: Accounting

Financial year
Article 11

The OLE SIG's financial year shall begin on April 1st and end on March
31st.

Chapter 7: Dissolution and Merger

Dissolution and Merger
Article 12

Any dissolution or merger of the OLE SIG shall be approved by more than
two-thirds (2/3) of the OLE SIG members and would take place under the
guidance and direction of JALT.
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Chapter 8: Method of Public Notice

Method of Public Notice
Article 13

The public announcement of the OLE SIG shall be printed in the OLE SIG’s
newsletter and/or on-line media such as email messages and websites.

Chapter 9: Amendments

Amendments
Article 14

Amendments to this Constitution must be proposed by at least three
members of the OLE SIG Executive Board or at least 5% of the OLE SIG
members.

The proposed amendment(s) must be ratified in a procedure clearly
explained to all OLE SIG members in writing and delivered on-line. The
proposed amendment(s) must be ratified by two-thirds of the members
voting on-line or at the Annual General Meeting, and will become effective
immediately.

The Bylaws of the Other (than the mother tongue and
the first foreign) Language Educators SIG of the Japan
Association for Language Teaching

1: Membership and Dues

1. 2 Annual OLE SIG dues are paid to JALT and are 1500 yen or as set by
JALT.

2: Organization and Administration

2. 1 The OLE SIG consists of members, elected officers and appointed
officers.

3: Officer’s Duties and Committees

3. 1 Officers’ duties are explained in JALT national documents.
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3. 2 The Board may establish committees if needed to carry out the work of
the organization.

4: Nominations, Elections, Vacancies and Removals

4. 1 All officers shall be members in good standing of both JALT and the
OLE SIG.

4. 2 Elections shall take place at the AGM.

4.3 Any vacancies that occur shall be filled by appointment by the
Executive Board if only one nomination is made and by majority vote, i.e.,
all OLE SIG members can vote, if two or more nominations are made.

4. 4 Any officer who fails to perform his or her duties may be removed from
office by a majority vote of the Executive Board.

5: SIG Activities

5.1 In addition to fulfilling its purpose as stated in the constitution, the OLE
SIG will place priority on keeping the number of members at 50 or more, the
number of officers at 4 or more, and the number of newsletters published per
year at 3 or more.

6: Amendments

6.1 Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed in the same manner as
amendments to the constitution. To become effective, the proposed
amendments must be approved by a majority of the members voting at the
AGM.

6.2 Alternatively, these Bylaws may be amended by more than two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the OLE SIG Executive Board, and will become effective
immediately.
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Approved by the OLE SIG Officers on 28 May, 2011.
Accepted by the JALT Executive Board on 26 June, 2011.
Ratified by the membership of OLE SIG on 19 November, 2011.
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