JALT MATSUYAMA
Co-sponsored by OLE (Other Languages Educators)-SIG
is inviting you to two presentations by Prof. Takahashi and Prof. Lopez on
January 26, 2025, 14:00-16:00
and to the JALT Matsuyama 2025 Annual General Meeting on January 26, 2025, 16:15 — 16:45
at (mind the slightly different venue) classroom M31 at Ehime University

Presentation 1: Effectiveness and Challenges of K-code, the Learning Tool to Recognize and Write
katakana and Kanji with 6 Lines
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Mastering Japanese kanji is challenging for non-kanji background learners, especially in regions like Ehime
Prefecture with limited study opportunities. This presentation examines the hypothesis that the K-code
learning tool, effective in university settings, can enhance kanji literacy among “Foreign Nationals as
Residents.” The study involved beginner learners with non-kanji background in Ehime, using a
comparison of kanji glyphs by pre-post test and qualitative feedback. Results showed increased comfort
with writing kanji and improved recognition, confirming K-code’s effectiveness. To maximize impact,
instructional methods must cater to diverse learner needs and readiness, allowing effective concentration
in short, focused sessions.

For more information about K-code, please access the following URL: https://k-code.net/
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Shino TAKAHASHI, Institute for International Relations, Ehime

University

English Short bio-statement: I hold an M.A. in Asian Studies with a
specialization in Japanese linguistics from the University of British
Columbia, where I also served as a Japanese Teaching Assistant. Since
2003, I have been dedicated to teaching Japanese to international students

at Ehime University. My research delves into the interactions between

Japanese speakers and learners, and I am passionate about advancing

Japanese language education within local communities.
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Presentation 2: The Challenges of Teaching French as a Second foreign language
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Is It Worth Studying a Second Foreign Language? One of the most sensitive aspects of teaching
French is the disparity in motivations, much broader than in English classes, between students who are
genuinely eager to learn and those who are compelled to attend courses.
With verb conjugation, noun gender, and adjective agreement, French is a slightly more precise language
than English, but it is also more difficult to teach. Moreover, the pronunciation of letters and syllables,
which is different from English, disorientates some students unable to understand that the same
alphabet can have a dual reading system. Last but not least, can the laziest students be held back? When
the decline of his department is at stake, the teacher has no choice but to engage in a popularity

contest--*
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Emmanuel Mariano LOPEZ, Matsuyama University (Lecturer)
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Emmanuel Mariano Lopez is a graduate of several prestigious French
institutions, including Paris Sorbonne University, Hautes Etudes
Internationales (HEI) and the Institut National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (Inalco). His specialisms are International Relations and Applied
Linguistics. He has taught, among other places, at Nihon University and Jochi

University; he is currently working at Matsuyama University.

He considers foreign language studies as a tool for opening people up to the
world. Indeed, language classes are an opportunity to shape students into the honnéte homme (“a well-
educated, non-pedantic man of manners” as defined by the French philosopher Montaigne), which was
the moral ideal in the seventeenth-century Europe, and the raison d’étre for teaching the humanities at

universities.
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For information contact j##%5% : Matsuyama JALT #1525

https://sites.google.com/view/matsuyamajalt/

E-mail:matsuyamajalt1984@gmail.com or

Date: Sunday, January 26, 2025

reineltrudolfmy@gmail.com

14:00-16:00

Location: (mind the slightly different venue) classroom M31 at Ehime University,

Aidai Muse Building, Ehime University Johoku Campus

<https://www.ehime-u.ac.jp/overview;/access/johoku/>

Admission fees: JALT Members: free

Endorsements:

One-day members: 1000 yen

Matsuyama City; Matsuyama City Board of Education (#:#%: #ailimi, MIUTHELZES)

Please also come to The JALT Matsuyama 2025 Annual General Meeting on January 26, 2025, 16:15
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JALT Matsuyama holds its Annual General Meeting for all Matsuyama JALT members on the same

occasion. The preliminary agenda for this year's meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2025, 4:15 pm to 4:45

pm is here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rrWP3c6Z2cO4QqlwloQHHo0oGc2Xd8DouekNVi9dkZsM8/ edit

?usp=sharing

[2025 meeting dates (plan — subject to change)]
March 15 or 16: Melodie Cook et al. Face-to-Face
Melodie Cook Alex Burke & Davey Young Ten
Tips for Teaching Neurodiverse Students
PREREOEFELRR 270D 10DV b
April 19: Simon Capper How's your Bedside
Manner? F 555 DR 7= 70 —IH

May 14: In planning

June 15: TBA

July 19: Samantha Kawakami

August: No meeting

September: No meeting

October 18 or 19 TBA
November: 15 or 16 TBA
December 14 or 21 TBA

[Matsuyama JALT Officers]

Rudolf Reinelt - President

Jaehee Ryu - Treasurer

David LaHeist - Membership Chair
Linda Kadota - Program Chair

Ralph Duffy-McGhie - Publicity Chair

Junko Yamamoto - Publicity Co-Chair
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JALT Matsuyama February 16, 2025 meeting announcement:
JALT MATSUYAMA online presentation on February 16, 2025 by Prof. Curtis Kelly (see link below)
How the Brain Does Language and Why It Loves Stories
Words are not stored at specific places on the brain in some kind of database. Instead, they are connected to complex,
but flexible, models built on first-hand experiences in the world. In other words, language, like cognition is
“embodied.” It is stored in the sensory-motor routines that fire in encounters. To make meaning from language, the
brain simulates those past experiences. That is one of the reasons why stories are so effective as a teaching tool.
They are multisensory and experience oriented. It is no wonder that (according to one study) information in stories
is learned twice and quickly and retained twice as long as information in lectures. But there are other reasons why
stories fit the brain as well, reasons that are truly amazing and will probably change your view of the brain forever.
Be prepared to be surprised, moved, and changed, and bring your own story related to teaching as well.
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Speaker, writer, and professor emeritus of Kansai University, Curtis Kelly (EdD.), is
a brain nerd. He is one of the founders of the JALT BRAIN and producer of the
: , MindBrainEd Think Tanks. He has written over 30 books including the Cambridge
57 ég, Writing from Within series, and the soon-to-be-published Abax The Snoop Detective
Bl School: Interactive Tasks for English Learners. He is partial to difficult learners; his
Lokt life mission is “to relieve the suffering of the classroom.”B&fE E)E#E. 1F3R. B3
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Zoom link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88335632413?pwd=ATBzrPuVabqOkljcbOp0QiKJHTkVwH.1
S—T 2% ID: 883 3563 2413 /NA3—F: 016353

JALT Members and students: free *One-day members: 1000 yen

Note: If you are planning to join online as a one-day member, please pay the fee to the following bank
account: Shinsei bank Account number: 400 1656054 (HI7EEE Jaehee Ryu)

Branch: AJE (Head office) Account type: 8 (Saving account)

Endorsements: Matsuyama City; Matsuyama City Board of Education (#48%: #A LT ML HERES)
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